
and sewer service to re siden ts of t he sanitary district. I n August 196 3 , t he Ed en 
Metropolitan S ewage Di stric t wa s crea t ed. The b oundaries of this special purpose distri c t 
are co terminous wit h th e prese nt ci t y limits o f Leaksville , Dr ~pe r, ' a n d S pray . Pla ns have 
been comp leted b y the S ewage Di strict Commission ers t o cons truct treatment facilities th a t 
will improve san it a r y sewage disposal in t he Tri-Cities. However , par t o f t he popu l ous 
Central Ar ea l ying be tw een th e towns was not included in the sewage district. This ex ­
emplifies the limited app roa ch t o area- wMe problems that is characteristic of the Tri-Cit y 
ar ea . In t he futur e a higher leve l of fi re p r o t ec ti on , mo re po li ce security, be tter 
streets and street lightin g , sidewa l ks, and other urban services will be needed by residents 
of the area . Th e formation of additiona l special purpose districts will not be t he mos t 
effective way to provide governmen t al facilities. 

In the past there has been limited coopera tion between th e political subdiv i sions ; t here 
has also been disagreement, rivalry, and con flict among separate a re as wi t h i n the Tri - Cit y 
community. Beginning now, and f or the future, ef f orts to solve community-wi de problems can 
be more effective if a comp rehensive approach is t aken by all the units o f governmen t th a t 
are concerned . Su ch an approach should be based on the prin c iple that sound f uture gro wt h 
in t he Tri-Cit y area can be ac complished withou t further splitt i ng into diff eren t govern ­
mental juris di c t ions. Uni t y o f l ea d ership is necessary to f oste r programs to eliminate 
duplication, con flict, inadequate se rvi ces a nd facilities, lack o f cooperation, and con ­
fusion. Onl y when t he peop le living in t he area are ready to amend their form o f mu nicipa l 
gove rnment will they begin t o enjoy the benefits of a comp rehensive are a- wide approach t o 
gove rnmental services which formerly were performed by a multip l ic it y of governmen t a l 
jurisdictions . 

In addition to t he community fa ci lities provided by l oca l governme nts an d spec ial distri c ts, 
other facilities and services of a simi l ar nature have been made av aila ble by priva t e 
companies, public uti l ity companies, an d nonprofit organ izati ons . Among these facilities 
are some that a re generally performed by municipal governmen ts and others that are common l y 
furnished by private businesses opera tin g under o fficial policies estab l ished by s t a t e and 
local governments . 

The nature of many facilities, for examp l e streets and highways, sewa g e disp o sal, and fir e 
protection that serve the genera l public require administration, fin ancing, and ope r ation 
by a unit of governm e n t. Frequently it has been f ound expedien t or more efficient , however , 
to have other commu n ity - wid e facilities that have a signi fi cant ef f ect on the environment 
of the area provided by privately owned organizations . To avoid cons ideration o f th ose 
a r ea-wide f aci litie s and activitie~ provided by non - governmental organi z a ti ons, such as 
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